
Community Action’s Head Start Program- “Helping People. Changing Lives.” 

In the Fall of 2016 a child entered the Head Start Program who was not able to sit for any group activity, 

he struggled with peer interactions, and was drastically behind in his academic skills. He was being 

raised by his sister because his parents were addicts. He struggled with sensory issues and behavioral 

concerns attributed largely to him being born addicted. While this paints a pretty grim picture it was far 

from it! He had the brightest smile ever and was a loving child who genuinely wanted to do the right 

thing. He had a champion in his sister; who while raising two, and later three of her own children, was 

working to get him the services he needed. Over the course of two years he spent in Head Start he 

began to receive speech, OT, and itinerant preschool services through the local school district. The 

family followed through with a mental health referral and he began receiving those services as well. 

When he was evaluated by the local school district it was said that he may not be able to attend a 

regular classroom due to the severity of his behaviors.   The Head Start staff saw that statement as a 

“challenge accepted”! Staff worked in partnership with his sister to ensure he was able to be successful 

in a regular classroom. He was able to enter Kindergarten in a regular classroom, and has done well with 

the continued IEP supports and mental health services. More importantly, his sister knows how to best 

advocate for him and is continuing to seek the services that will benefit him long term. Head Start was 

able to connect not only with the child but with the entire family, forming a partnership to ensure 

school success for this child.  

For more information or to enroll your child in Head Start call 440-993-7716. 
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